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 South Carolina’s Unemployment Rate Increases in September 
 

South Carolina’s unemployment rate increased to 11.6% in September from a revised rate of 11.4% in August, 

the State Employment Security Commission reported today. This increase came after two straight months of 

declines. The state’s labor force continued to drop (-2,851) in September reaching 2,170,607, while the 

number of unemployed increased 3,570 to 251,975.  The state’s labor force reached its lowest level since 

September 2008. The national unemployment rate was 9.8% in September, up from 9.7% in August. 

 

The state’s job count increased by 2,500 in September with most of the increases occurring in Government 

(+17,200), as state and local schools entered the first full month of the new school year. Other industries 

reporting gains were Professional and Business Services (+1,500), Health Care and Social Assistance 

(+1,200), and Wholesale Trade (+1,600). Partially offsetting the gains were losses in Leisure and Hospitality 

(-11,100), Construction (-1,800), Retail Trade (-1,100), and Manufacturing (-600). The state’s overall job 

count was 68,700 below the year-ago level and nearly 98,000 below the December 2007 level when the 

current recession began. 

 

 “Job growth in our state continues to struggle to keep up with job losses. As a result, the unemployment rate 

will remain high for the foreseeable future,” said Roosevelt T. Halley, Executive Director of the Commission. 
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                         WAGE AND SALARY EMPLOYMENT

September-09

September August September Net Change From

Industry 2009 2009 2008 Month Year

Ago Ago

     Total Nonag. Employment 1,851,000 1,848,500 1,919,700 2,500 -68,700

     Natural Resources and Mining 4,100 4,100 4,200 0 -100

     Construction 96,900 98,700 115,800 -1,800 -18,900

     Manufacturing 212,500 213,100 240,200 -600 -27,700

     Trade, Transportation and Utilities 356,200 356,400 369,500 -200 -13,300

     Information 29,600 29,900 29,000 -300 600

     Financial Activities 102,100 103,500 105,900 -1,400 -3,800

     Professional and Business Services 219,800 218,300 217,600 1,500 2,200

     Educational and Health Services 209,100 207,200 209,300 1,900 -200

     Leisure and Hospitality 206,600 217,700 214,400 -11,100 -7,800

     Government 345,600 328,400 343,500 17,200 2,100

         UNEMPLOYMENT RATES RANKED BY COUNTY

Unemployment Rate

September August

Rank County 2009 2009 Change

1 Allendale 22.5 21.7 0.8

2 Chester 21.1 21.2 -0.1

3 Marion 21.0 20.7 0.3

4 Union 20.6 20.7 -0.1

5 Marlboro 20.2 20.3 -0.1

6 Barnwell 19.0 18.5 0.5

7 Orangeburg 18.7 17.0 1.7

8 Bamberg 18.1 17.5 0.6

9 Lancaster 17.9 18.0 -0.1

10 Dillon 17.2 17.1 0.1

11 Chesterfield 16.8 16.9 -0.1

12 Cherokee 16.2 16.2 0.0

13 Clarendon 16.1 15.7 0.4

Hampton 16.1 15.7 0.4

15 Lee 15.7 15.5 0.2

McCormick 15.7 16.4 -0.7

17 Williamsburg 15.4 15.4 0.0

18 Abbeville 14.8 15.0 -0.2

19 Calhoun 14.4 12.0 2.4

20 Colleton 14.2 14.1 0.1

Oconee 14.2 14.3 -0.1

22 York 14.1 13.5 0.6

23 Sumter 13.9 13.2 0.7

24 Greenwood 13.7 13.7 0.0

25 Darlington 13.0 13.2 -0.2

26 Fairfield 12.9 13.1 -0.2

27 Anderson 12.5 12.4 0.1

Georgetown 12.5 12.0 0.5

29 Spartanburg 12.2 12.3 -0.1

30 Florence 11.7 11.4 0.3

Laurens 11.7 12.2 -0.5

Newberry 11.7 11.8 -0.1

33 Horry 10.9 10.4 0.5

34 Berkeley 10.7 10.6 0.1

Edgefield 10.7 10.7 0.0

Jasper 10.7 10.5 0.2

37 Pickens 10.6 10.5 0.1

38 Kershaw 10.4 10.5 -0.1

39 Dorchester 10.3 10.2 0.1

40 Greenville 10.2 10.0 0.2

41 Richland 9.5 9.6 -0.1

42 Aiken 9.4 9.9 -0.5

43 Saluda 9.4 9.4 0.0

44 Charleston 9.0 9.1 -0.1

45 Beaufort 8.7 8.8 -0.1

46 Lexington 8.3 8.1 0.2

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



            

                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                
September August September September August September September August September

AREA: 2009 2009 2008 2009 2009 2008 2009 2009 2008
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
ABBEVILLE 11,332 11,550 11,382 1,675 1,733 1,002 14.8 15.0 8.8
AIKEN 74,526 76,691 75,281 6,973 7,583 4,975 9.4 9.9 6.6
ALLENDALE 3,257 3,300 3,381 733 716 644 22.5 21.7 19.0
ANDERSON MSA 85,764 87,754 85,071 10,711 10,857 6,161 12.5 12.4 7.2
BAMBERG 6,157 6,197 6,315 1,116 1,082 886 18.1 17.5 14.0

BARNWELL 9,040 9,135 9,022 1,721 1,694 1,158 19.0 18.5 12.8
BEAUFORT 61,745 62,634 64,445 5,344 5,481 3,562 8.7 8.8 5.5
BERKELEY 80,018 81,520 79,646 8,541 8,608 5,421 10.7 10.6 6.8
CALHOUN 7,370 7,266 7,102 1,063 874 681 14.4 12.0 9.6
CHARLESTON 176,433 180,076 176,949 15,955 16,375 10,301 9.0 9.1 5.8

CHEROKEE  25,361 25,655 25,440 4,119 4,156 2,568 16.2 16.2 10.1
CHESTER 15,584 15,776 15,136 3,287 3,339 1,916 21.1 21.2 12.7
CHESTERFIELD 18,716 19,051 18,757 3,152 3,228 2,015 16.8 16.9 10.7
CLARENDON 12,311 12,488 12,488 1,980 1,959 1,401 16.1 15.7 11.2
COLLETON  16,468 16,748 16,879 2,338 2,355 1,666 14.2 14.1 9.9

DARLINGTON 32,246 33,055 31,621 4,188 4,363 2,983 13.0 13.2 9.4
DILLON 12,852 13,064 12,921 2,205 2,235 1,524 17.2 17.1 11.8
DORCHESTER 64,067 65,245 63,723 6,614 6,639 4,061 10.3 10.2 6.4
EDGEFIELD 11,014 11,280 11,078 1,173 1,212 835 10.7 10.7 7.5
FAIRFIELD 11,399 11,579 11,516 1,473 1,519 1,411 12.9 13.1 12.3

FLORENCE 64,926 66,204 63,479 7,580 7,562 4,949 11.7 11.4 7.8
GEORGETOWN 29,864 30,296 30,405 3,719 3,632 2,328 12.5 12.0 7.7
GREENVILLE 228,867 228,811 226,174 23,424 22,926 13,861 10.2 10.0 6.1
GREENWOOD 29,613 29,943 30,275 4,066 4,100 2,671 13.7 13.7 8.8
HAMPTON 7,573 7,672 7,677 1,222 1,202 785 16.1 15.7 10.2

HORRY/MYR BCH MSA 131,278 134,341 130,217 14,256 13,920 9,562 10.9 10.4 7.3
JASPER 9,927 10,036 10,233 1,066 1,056 667 10.7 10.5 6.5
KERSHAW 30,546 30,998 29,983 3,182 3,265 2,128 10.4 10.5 7.1
LANCASTER 29,115 29,463 29,518 5,220 5,308 3,834 17.9 18.0 13.0
LAURENS 34,231 34,500 33,883 4,004 4,208 2,645 11.7 12.2 7.8

LEE 8,191 8,337 8,076 1,285 1,291 808 15.7 15.5 10.0
LEXINGTON 134,250 135,780 132,384 11,183 11,053 7,107 8.3 8.1 5.4
MARION 13,046 13,280 13,015 2,742 2,750 2,004 21.0 20.7 15.4
MARLBORO  11,639 11,897 11,691 2,351 2,421 1,693 20.2 20.3 14.5
McCORMICK 3,317 3,391 3,394 522 555 388 15.7 16.4 11.4

NEWBERRY 17,968 18,344 18,453 2,109 2,168 1,499 11.7 11.8 8.1
OCONEE  30,423 30,829 30,367 4,316 4,394 2,439 14.2 14.3 8.0
ORANGEBURG 40,819 40,541 40,929 7,615 6,890 5,297 18.7 17.0 12.9
PICKENS 60,222 60,340 59,590 6,357 6,360 3,924 10.6 10.5 6.6
RICHLAND 183,427 186,017 181,191 17,473 17,825 12,257 9.5 9.6 6.8
SALUDA 9,292 9,420 9,180 870 884 607 9.4 9.4 6.6

SPARTANBURG MSA 139,285 141,331 138,924 16,970 17,366 10,252 12.2 12.3 7.4
SUMTER MSA 43,176 43,311 42,749 5,990 5,721 3,973 13.9 13.2 9.3
UNION 12,203 12,380 11,805 2,516 2,564 1,424 20.6 20.7 12.1
WILLIAMSBURG 15,206 15,540 15,497 2,344 2,395 1,720 15.4 15.4 11.1
YORK 108,348 108,249 108,072 15,299 14,587 9,016 14.1 13.5 8.3

Multi County MSAs
CHAS MSA 320,517 326,840 320,318 31,109 31,621 19,783 9.7 9.7 6.2
COLA MSA 376,285 381,060 371,355 35,245 35,420 24,190 9.4 9.3 6.5
FLORENCE MSA 97,172 99,259 95,100 11,768 11,925 7,932 12.1 12.0 8.3
GRNV MSA 323,320 323,651 319,647 33,785 33,494 20,430 10.4 10.3 6.4

South Carolina* 2,170.6 2,173.5 2,164.2 252.0 248.4 161.4 11.6 11.4 7.5

* Seasonally Adjusted        

LABOR FORCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT BY LABOR MARKET AREA

September-09

         LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYMENT % OF LABOR FORCE

 


